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PROJECT BACKGROUND

• Research Data @ Essex project
• Jisc MRD project piloting an RDM infrastructure at the 

University of Essex
• UK Data Archive lead, working with support services 

at the university

• Project strands focusing on:
• Policy
• Training & guidance
• Technical & repository
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OUR APPROACH

• Reusable outputs that could meet the needs of both 
Essex and UK higher ed. more widely

• Drawing on UK Data Archive’s expertise as a national 
data centre

• Two key technical outputs:
1. Metadata profile (mapped to components)
2. ReCollect research data plugin for EPrints
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METADATA PROFILE

• Define a set of generic metadata elements to allow the 
effective description of research data

Based on JISC IDMB project outputs, Southampton University

• Metadata for findability
• e.g. author, discipline, projectCore

• Generic dataset description
• e.g. collection methodologyDetail

• As additional file
• Structured e.g. XMLDiscipline
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METADATA PROFILE

• Uptake within MRD community of DataCite core as 
minimal metadata standard

• But no consensus as to further detail

• Minimising barriers for researchers to deposit data
• …while satisfying requirements for re-use

I have no time, depositing data needs to be quick and easy!

I want to use this dataset, but I can’t understand it!
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METADATA PROFILE

• We took standards based approach, producing:
1. Metdata mapping between revelavant schema
2. Metadata profile built from mapped elements

• Standards that we mapped:
• DataCite – minimal mandatory metadata (discovery)
• INSPIRE – basic contextual information
• DDI 2.1 – further descriptive detail e.g. collection methodology
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REPOSITORY

• EPrints is a widely used, open source institutional 
repository solution
• Geared toward article type deposits

• Development work at Essex to adapt for data
• Complex and varied data collections from a wide range 

of disciplines
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OBJECT MODEL
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RECOLLECT
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bazaar.eprints.org 
or install via EPrints admin interface
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ADDITIONAL MATERIALS

• Supporting project outputs include:
• Repository user documentation
• Essex data repository policies
• Report on repository development including design 

rationale and user testing

• All published (or very shortly to be published) via blog 
and project website
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LOOKING FORWARD

• Metadata profile 
• A work to be built upon by community

• ReCollect banner carried forward by community
• Various institutions looking at adopting
• Wider ‘joined-up-ness’ of approaches
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CONTACT

UK DATA ARCHIVE
UNIVERSITY OF ESSEX
WIVENHOE PARK
COLCHESTER
ESSEX CO4 3SQ

……………………….…………………….….
E: tomensom@essex.ac.uk
Tw: @RDEssex
W: www.data-archive.ac.uk/about/projects/rd-essex/ 
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